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R are iewels
in dazzling
network
of poetry
By DEBBIE JACOB, Sloff Writer

A GOOD POEM cqn rnake you feel as thougt
you're mode of nothing Errre than a bowl of
qrrivering jelly. A good lrerr can turn a heart
into a pin cushiou.

An Island of His Own is 6lled with poems that
prick the heart and
make you tura to jelly.
That's because the
author of this r€mark-
able eet of poe-.,
Mervyn Taylor, is one

s#:fiHxyf;:.
like rare jewele and
put them together into
a.la"zling necklace.

Taylor is thought-
provoking without
!s;ng mushy. His
imFgeE an:e woven
together like fine
tapestry. His rhythm is
hlanotic.

"Honest" is how
Nobel lanreate Derek
\tralcutt describes

AN ISL{ND OF HIS OWN
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Taylor's poems. Taylor's life is one of thoseqllinrqinslle poetic struggles. He once worked at
the Trinidad treasury. He ear:ned a B.A from
Howard University and an MFA kom Colrrmbia
University. He once taught at the Bronx
Qommrrnif,y College aod SUl{YStonybrook and
now teaches at-risk adolesceats in Harlem.

An lgland of His Own, published by Junction
Prese New York and Tr.rcsoo, 1992 is Taylor's first
collection of poems.

From the first poem, The Whitc Shell, it ia evi-
dent that Taylor ie no ordinar5r poet. He has an
uncanny grft for presenting a simple story by
stringing together vivid images which al[cu]mi-
uatc ia a powerful point.

In Ttre White Shell, a ma.n searches for the oer-ftrt gift and finds it not in th. 'bazaars iwhichl
have gone crazy with bo-bo flutes and wicker"
but on the beach where he cboosee the perfect shell
from nnong thoussnds. The White She[, of course,
ie a symbolic gift. Taylor lovingly writea of the
eearch: 'Then I remembere{ you love the sea, atrd
things that outlast the Uving; People use theae
[ehellsl in their yards cnrshed to retard rootworu.

KTEIIY contirucd oo pogc 34
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